June 26th, 2011

Hi

I am going to keep this letter shorter than usual. I should have started 2 to 3 hours ago, but have been looking up information on ''carbon footprint' and 'ecological footprint' in connection with the revision of the Singapore science book. Took a long time. Did some of the calculations and found that if everyone lives my lifestyle, we need about 3 Earths to sustain it! Can't believe it – my lifestyle!! 


Last Sunday the international dragon boat races were held in Victoria Harbour. Quite a big event these days. 


A tropical cyclone skirted HK a few days ago but caused quite a lot of damage in the north of Vietnam. 


Did you hear about the young Emperor penguin from the Antarctic that lost its way and ended up on a beach in New Zealand just north of Wellington having swum about 6000 km? (Even much better than the 108 km swim by the woman I referred to in last week's letter!) It arrived in a very healthy condition and initially, they were just going to leave it to return to the sea and find its way back. But it stayed and gradually become weaker so they have taken it to a penguin colony at the Wellington zoo. 


Just heard on the radio news that the rate of diabetes (presumably mainly diabetes II) has doubled since 1980 mainly due to ageing and increases in obesity levels. It stands to become one of the largest drains on health resources. 


In HK there is a scarlet fever epidemic among children with nearly 600 cases so far this year and a big surge in number this past week. Several deaths. 


I mentioned about the HK government thinking of reintroducing its Home Ownership Scheme. I didn't mention that this came about after a comment from the mainland's Director of HK and Macau affairs who visited HK and Macau a week or so ago. While in Macau he commented, in response to a question, that Macau does a better job than HK in providing housing for the less well off. Very stinging!! Within a couple of days the CE had announced that the scheme would be re-started. The Director also commented, when eating a daan tart in a Macau bakery, that Macau's daan tarts are better than those in HK! 


Did Keith tell you that is house must be pulled down within 8-10 months? His house, along with others in an area designated the 'red zone' must be rebuilt. The government pays for the land and the insurance company the house (I think), though be will have to do some topping up. Anh's house is in a 'yellow zone' where there is a choice between rebuilding and repairing. Bruce's house is in the 'green zone' so he gets nothing if repairs are needed. 

That is it for now.

Cheers
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